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The Resurrection of
the Lord Jesus Christ

 By A. J. Pollock

Introduction
What would you think, if you attended the 

funeral of a very dear friend on a Friday, and you 
met him walking down the street alive and well the 
following Sunday, and he informed you that he had 
risen from the dead that very morning? Such an 
occurrence would doubtless give you a tremendous 
shake. It would not be surprising, if you fell down in 
a swoon, and, when you recovered, your mind would 
be in a state of indescribable agitation.

And further, having met your friend more than 
once during the succeeding days, so that no doubt 
remained in your mind of the reality of his resurrec-
tion, what would your feelings be, if you were told 
that while he was talking to a group of friends, he 
suddenly began to leave this earth, the friends testi-
fying how they saw him disappear in a cloud? Your 
mind would certainly be left in a state of whirling 
tumult.

You reply that such an occurrence could not pos-
sibly take place.  You are quite right in your reply, 
except for 

one great exception, 
besides which there can be none other. Such an 

incident did really happen. It is an historical fact that 
the Lord Jesus Christ actually rose from the dead, 
and ascended up to heaven.

We use the above illustration with the deepest 
reverence, seeking to prepare the minds of our read-

ers to realize the stupendous character of the resur-
rection of our Lord; and further to give them some 
little sympathy with the disciples in their slowness to 
receive the testimony that our Lord had risen from 
the dead, seeing there was nothing like His resurrec-
tion in past history. And nothing quite like it will 
ever happen again. It stands out in all its divine sig-
nificance, opening the door of hope to a sin-blighted, 
death-ridden world of sinful men.

The Bible gives instances of two men  —  Enoch 
and Elijah  —  being translated to heaven without 
dying at all; of some dead people, who were raised 
to life, only to die again; but we never read of a res-
urrected man ascending to heaven, save in the one 
exception of our Lord. He died, and was raised the 
third day, and having abundantly proved His resur-
rection to His doubting disciples, He ascended to 
glory, and set Himself down at the right hand of 
God. Such a claim is stupendous. Prove it, and you 
prove Christianity. Disprove it, and you disprove 
Christianity. The truth of Christianity hinges on the 
fact of the resurrection of our Lord.

This was seen in the remarkable case of Lord 
Lyttleton, a brilliant literary man, a former Chancel-
lor of the Exchequer (Minister of Finance), and his 
friend, Gilbert West. They lived in the early part of 
the eighteenth century, were both lawyers, and, as 
the fashion then was, were deists. Deists admit the 
fact of a Creator, but hold that once the creation is 
effected, the Creator retired from any further activity 
in this world's concerns. They therefore did not 
believe in revealed religion, in the Bible, in Christ, 
in the need-for salvation.
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These gentlemen conceived the idea, that if they 
could succeed in disproving the resurrection of 
Christ, it would administer an absolute death-blow to 
Christianity, that it could not possibly survive the 
exposure. Lord Lyttleton therefore attempted to 
prove that the alleged conversion of the Apostle Paul 
was a fraud, while Gilbert West tried to prove that 
the resurrection of Christ never occurred.

These two lawyers set to work to study what the 
Scriptures have to say on these subjects. It can safely 
be affirmed that generally speaking destructive crit-
ics of the Bible are very ignorant of its contents, 
upon which they dare to sit in judgment. Not only so, 
but some start with a strong contrary bias, that blinds 
them, wishing to put the Bible in the wrong.  It was 
so in this case, Lord Lyttleton and Gilbert West hop-
ing to overthrow Christianity, and to exult over the 
discomfiture of the Christians.

Being lawyers, and well trained in the weighing 
of evidence, they found to their astonishment the 
evidence as to the resurrection of Christ unassail-
able, the conversion of the Apostle Paul manifestly 
true. How often has it been that men, who come to 
scoff, remain to pray. It was so in this case, for 
instead of writing to disprove the truth of the resur-
rection of Christ, they wrote as being fully con-
vinced of its truth, carrying with it their 
acknowledgment of the great truths of the Christian 
faith.

The writer hopes in the latter part of this pam-
phlet to reproduce in his own language some of Lord 
Lyttleton's arguments, which will convince the 
reader of his wisdom in the selection of the subject 

he chose; or rather, as we think, that the Spirit of 
God guided him unwittingly to choose with such 
happy result.

Another striking illustration comes to hand. A 
Muslim was seeking to prove to a Christian the supe-
riority of Islam over Christianity. He explained that 
the great event in the life of every Muslim is to make 
the pilgrimage to Medina to see the tomb of Moham-
med, their great prophet. It is said that the most 
fanatical of the followers of Mohammed, once hav-
ing seen their great prophet's tomb, will put out their 
own eyes in order afterwards to see nothing else.

The Muslim said to the Christian, "We, Muslims, 
go to Medina, and see there the tomb of our great 
prophet, Mohammed; but you Christians, have no 
tomb." He thought to have scored a great point, but 
to his surprise the tables were completely turned 
against him when the Christian replied, "Yes, it is 
quite true, you can see the tomb of your great 
prophet, for Mohammed is dead, and his bones lie 
moldering in the grave; but we Christians, have no 
tomb, for we have no corpse. Our Lord and Saviour 
rose from the dead, and is alive for evermore!” 
Herein is the triumph of Christianity.

We trust these incidents will prepare the mind of 
the reader to give the closest attention to what we 
shall bring forward from the Word of God on this 
vital theme.

The Resurrection of Christ Stated.
In the Scriptures the resurrection of Christ is 

stated in so many words over seventy times, whilst 
the teaching and moral effects that flow from this 



The Resurrection of Jesus Christ by A. J. Pollock 4
great fact are woven throughout the warp and woof 
of the New Testament epistles. The details of the res-
urrection of our Lord are given historically and cir-
cumstantially in the four Gospels. Later on in the 
Acts of the Apostles and the Epistles we read such 
sample Scriptures as the following: —

"With great power gave the apostles witness of 
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace 
was upon them all" (Acts 4:33).

"Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory 
of the Father" (Rom. 6:4).

A whole chapter of fifty-eight verses — 1 Corin-
thians 15 — is devoted to stating the resurrection of 
our Lord, and the consequence flowing from it, 
namely, the resurrection of the saints at the second 
coming of our Lord. The seriousness of denying the 
resurrection of Christ is seen in the solemn warning, 
"If Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet 
in your sins" (1 Corinthians 15:17).

In the ordinance of Christian baptism we get the 
resurrection of our Lord particularly emphasized.

"If we have been planted together in the likeness 
of His [Christ's] death, we shall be also in the like-
ness of His resurrection" (Romans 6:5).

The resurrection of our Lord was put forward as 
a great outstanding fact in the sermon that the Apos-
tle Peter preached on the great day of Pentecost.

"This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all 
are witnesses" (Acts 2:32).

It was likewise the theme of the Apostle Paul's 
testimony when he preached to the Epicurean and 
Stoic philosophers on Mars Hill at Athens. He 
warned his hearers in very solemn language, that 

"God hath appointed a day, in the which He will 
judge the world in righteousness by that Man, whom 
He hath ordained, whereof He hath given assurance 
unto all men, in that He hath raised Him from the 
dead" (Acts 17:31).

Here we find the resurrection of Christ is the sol-
emn assurance to all men of coming judgment. Who 
then can stand? On the other hand the resurrection of 
Christ is very vital to believers.

"If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved" 
(Romans 10:9).

Apart from the resurrection of Christ there can 
be no salvation, no forgiveness of sins, no justifica-
tion, and no gift of eternal life— in short, no Chris-
tianity. Remove the central stone of an arch, and the 
whole structure falls to the ground. So it is with the 
Deity and Manhood of our Lord Jesus Christ, His 
spotless life, His atoning death, His resurrection, His 
ascension. These are all linked up together, making 
one complete whole. If one part fails, the whole of 
Christianity fails.

The Old Testament Prophesied
the Resurrection of Christ 

Psalm 16 is plainly Messianic and prophetical. 
We read, "Thou wilt not leave My soul in hell [liter-
ally sheol, the unseen world]; neither wilt Thou suf-
fer thine holy One to see corruption. Thou wilt show 
Me the path of life; in Thy presence is fullness of 
joy; at Thy right hand there are pleasures for ever-
more" (Psalm 16:10-11).
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This Scripture most plainly implies resurrection. 
The Apostle Peter in his famous pentecostal sermon 
argued that this could not have applied to David, the 
writer of the psalm, for he had been dead and buried 
for long years, and his sepulcher was well known to 
that day. So he plainly averred,

"He [David] seeing this before spoke of the res-
urrection of Christ, that His soul was not left in hell 
[hades], neither did His flesh see corruption. This 
Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are wit-
nesses” (Acts 2:31-32).

Psalm 22 also is clearly Messianic and propheti-
cal. A thousand years before our Lord died upon the 
cross, we have in this psalm a vivid prophecy of the 
crucifixion; beginning with the bitter cry of anguish 
our Lord uttered in His abandonment by God when 
He took the sinner's place.

"My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken 
Me?" (verse 1).

When the psalmist wrote the words, "Thou hast 
brought Me into the dust of death" (verse 15), he evi-
dently was not referring to his own death, for he was 
still alive when he wrote the psalm, but prophetically 
of our Lord's atoning death on the cross of Calvary.  
The psalm then goes on to say, “I will declare Thy 
name unto My brethren: in the midst of the congre-
gation will I praise Thee" (verse 22).

For this to come to pass resurrection was neces-
sary. Isaiah 53 is Messianic and prophetical.  We 
read, "He [referring to the Christ to come] was taken 
from prison and from judgment: and who shall 
declare His generation? for he was cut off out of the 

land of the living: for the transgression of My people 
was He stricken" (Isaiah 53:8).

This most plainly prophesied our Lord's atoning 
death on the cross.  Yet after that we read, "When 
Thou shalt make His soul an offering for sin, He 
shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, and 
the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand" 
(Isaiah 53:10).

Here we have the resurrection of our Lord 
plainly implied, the holy triumph of our Lord over 
sin and death and hell amply set forth.

It is well to stress these prophetic Scriptures as 
proving the foreknowledge of God centuries before 
the events materialized. It is easy for critics to charge 
the many witnesses to our Lord's resurrection with 
lying, but it would be beyond even their hardihood 
to aver that the Old Testament prophets were lying, 
men who lived centuries apart, and having no knowl-
edge of what each other wrote. It would be passing 
strange if men with no knowledge of each other, 
should all without collusion on their part be found to 
be lying on one particular point. On the face of it this 
would be an impossible thing. And if their prophe-
cies materialized, as they surely did, it establishes 
the truthfulness of the New Testament witnesses to 
the resurrection of our Lord, as it does their own wit-
ness.

The Lord Jesus Prophesied
His Own Resurrection

In this our Lord was unique. No one in all the 
history of the world, save Himself, prophesied this. 
Hear His own words, "The Son of Man shall be 
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betrayed unto the chief priests and unto the scribes, 
and they shall condemn Him to death, and shall 
deliver Him to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, 
and to crucify Him: and the third day He shall rise 
again” (Matthew 20:18-19).

"He [the Lord Jesus] taught His disciples, and 
said unto them, The Son of Man is delivered into the 
hands of men, and they shall kill Him; and after that 
He is killed, He shall rise the third day" (Mark 9:31).

"Then He [the Lord Jesus] took unto Him the 
twelve, and said unto them, Behold, we go up to 
Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the 
prophets concerning the Son of Man shall be accom-
plished. For He shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, 
and shall be mocked, and spitefully entreated, and 
spitted on: and they shall scourge Him, and put Him 
to death: and the third day He shall rise again" (Luke 
18:31-33).

Either our Lord was what He said He was, and 
the fulfillment of this prophecy would prove it, or 
else He was the most consummate blasphemer and 
liar the world has ever known. Shall Christianity 
owe its success to a lie? Can good fruit be born on a 
rotten tree?  For what are the fruits of Christianity, 
but what men generally praise and admire? Even 
infidels and skeptics, who reject the claims of Christ, 
and deny His resurrection, write of His moral char-
acter in terms of glowing praise. Can they do this 
consistently, believing Christ to be an imposter? 
Surely not, or else they fail to see how incongruous 
they are to praise our Lord's moral excellence on the 
one hand, and on the other hand to disbelieve His 
claims as to His deity, His true manhood, and the 

atoning character of His death, which, if untrue, 
were indeed blasphemous assertions.

The late Theodore Parker, a well-known infidel 
writer in America, wrote...

"Measure Jesus by the shadow He cast into the 
world; no, by the light He shed upon it? Shall we be 
told that such a Person never lived? that the whole 
story is a lie? Suppose that Plato and Newton had 
never lived. But who did their works, and thought 
their thoughts? It takes a Newton to forge a Newton. 
What man could have fabricated a Jesus? None but 
Jesus."

We could give panegyric after panegyric of our 
Lord from infidel pens. Strange to admit so much, 
and not see, if our Lord did not rise from the dead, 
that He was a consummate liar, and instead of being 
praised, He should have been condemned in the 
severest terms.

A story is told of the evil days of the French Rev-
olution at the end of the eighteenth century. France at 
that time threw off the profession of Christianity. A 
harlot was enthroned in mock-royal robes in the 
cathedral of Notre Dame, Paris, as the Goddess of 
Reason. The Lord's Day was abolished, and in its 
place a holiday was substituted every tenth day. A 
deistical system of religion was drawn up by the 
French Directory (1796), designed to supplant Chris-
tianity.

But this new religion — theophilanthropy — did 
not become popular with the masses. At that time 
there was a famous statesman, who had previously 
been a bishop in the Romish Church, Talleyrand by 
name. He was talking with the leaders of this new 
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religion, who were deploring its want of success. To 
their astonishment Talleyrand said,  "Gentlemen, I 
can tell you how to make your new religion succeed, 
and that without lavish expenditure." They eagerly 
asked to be let into the secret. He replied, "Let one of 
your number be crucified and put to death, buried, 
and rise again the third day. Let this happen, and 
your religion will succeed."

But here was One, who not only rose from the 
dead, but before His death prophesied His own res-
urrection; and not only so, but prophets long centu-
ries before foretold the same. Could this have been 
brought about by the wit of man, or by human 
arrangement? Impossible!

We know that the Old Testament Scriptures were 
written hundreds of years before Christ was born 
into the world. There is no disputing that. What then 
made Moses, David, Isaiah and others prophesy the 
coming of our Lord into this world? Moreover, these 
ancient prophecies have been fulfilled. Can you 
explain this, save on the ground of inspiration?

Three Immensely Great Considerations
Before we come to the examination of what 

Scripture teaches as to the resurrection of our Lord, 
it will be helpful for the better understanding of that 
supreme event to consider three things in their inter-
relationship one to the other. It is natural to ask, 
Who is it that could rise from the dead? What kind 
of life was it, that deserved such a distinction? What 
character was the death that could claim resurrec-
tion?  Let us consider then, 

(1) The Person, who rose from the dead;
(2) The character of His life;

(3) The character of His death.
All these are intimately connected with our 

Lord's resurrection in the scheme of Christianity. 
Without a right perspective of these, and their inter-
relationship one with the other, we shall not be in a 
position to understand rightly the supremely impor-
tant nature of the resurrection of Christ, and the 
immense results that have flowed from that fact from 
that day to this.

Everything about the Lord is vital. We may have 
a differing opinion about this great person and that 
great person, and in the end our opinion would make 
little difference. But in the case of our Lord, He 
claimed that He alone could bring men into right 
relationship with God for their eternal blessing. If 
this claim is true, it is vital to every one of us; if 
false, it reaches the highest point of blasphemy pos-
sible.

The Person of the Lord Jesus Christ
There must be something arrestingly special in 

the person of our Lord, seeing His resurrection car-
ries with it such far-reaching results. It is very strik-
ing that the Apostle John in his wonderful Gospel 
presents Christ as the only begotten Son of God — 
One eternally with the Father and the Holy Spirit in 
the unity of the Godhead. Scripture declares that He 
always was the eternal Word, and that as the Word 
He was with God (that is, a distinct Person in the 
Godhead); and was Himself God, even as the Father 
is God, and the Holy Spirit is God, yet one God 
(John 1:1-2).
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And this Divine Person became Man. We read 
these amazing words: —"And the Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father), full 
of grace and truth" (John 1:14).

With such a Person before us, everything relating 
to Him is lifted far above that which marks the great-
est and wisest of men. We are not surprised that He 
was characterized by actions perfectly unique to 
Himself, and quite unlike that which happens to men 
generally.

The Character of Our Lord’s Life
Why did the eternal Son of God become Man? It 

was because by man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin, and therefore the penalty of sin must be 
met by man in order to give a holy God a righteous 
basis for offering forgiveness of sins and eternal life 
to guilty men; (Romans 5:18). What man was suffi-
cient for this? It is evident that the One, who could 
do this, must Himself be perfectly sinless, One upon 
whom death had no claim. And who could fulfill that 
condition?  Look at the billions of people in the 
human race. Is there one untainted by sin? All are 
sinners. All need a Saviour. Not one Out of the myr-
iad ranks of sinful mankind could come forward to 
take the sinner's place.

Only One could come forward, and this was the 
sinless One, the Lord Jesus Christ, the Eternal Son of 
the Father. He alone could say “Lo, I come (in the 
volume of the book it is written of Me), to do Thy 
will, Ο God" (Hebrews 10:7).

This is why our Lord became Man, yet never 
ceasing to be the eternal Son in the unity of the God-
head with the Father and the Holy Spirit.

With delight we follow the record of His blame-
less, spotless life as Man on this earth. He was per-
fectly sinless in thought, word and deed. He never 
apologized for anything He said or did, for there 
never was the slightest occasion for His so doing. He 
never retreated from any position He ought to have 
taken up. In fullest measure He ever did His Father's 
will. Here was One, the like of whom before or since 
the world has never seen. He was "God manifest in 
the flesh” (1 Timothy 3:16). His life as Man was 
never in any particular in contradiction to His God-
head glory. All was in complete harmony.

The Character of Our Lord’s Death
And yet it was not His holy blameless life that 

could save men from the penalty of their sins. Unless 
He had been sinless, He could not have been the sin-
ner's Saviour, yet Scripture teaches us that it is not 
His life that saves, but His atoning death, and that 
alone. Scripture lays great emphasis on our Lord's 
death.

"Without shedding of blood is no remission" 
(Hebrews 9:22).

"The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us 
from all sin" (1 John 1:7).

All the righteous judgment of God against sin 
was poured out on the holy Person of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, as He hung upon the cross of Calvary.  
Within those three hours of holy suffering when 
there was darkness over all the land, our Lord's great 
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victory over sin, death and hell was accomplished. 
There and there only did “mercy and truth” meet; 
there and there only did “righteousness and peace” 
kiss each other (Psalm 85:10). There only could be 
heard the loud triumphant cry, "IT IS FINISHED" 
(John 19:30).

God can now righteously and gloriously forgive 
any sinner, who truly puts his trust in the Saviour, 
who "once suffered for sins, the Just for the unjust, 
that He might bring us to God" (1 Peter 3:18).

The Christian ordinance of baptism lays 
emphatic stress upon the death of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.

“Know ye not, that so many of us as were bap-
tized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death.” 
(Romans 6:3).

The Christian ordinance of the Lord's supper, 
likewise, lays emphatic stress on the death of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.

"As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, 
ye do show the Lord's death till He come" (1 Corin-
thians 11:26).

We miss the whole point of the Scriptures, if we 
fail to realize that our Lord's death was absolutely 
unique, that no one has ever died a death like His, 
that no other person could experience such a death, 
for it was an atoning sacrificial death, absolutely 
necessary for man's salvation.

These few thoughts as to the Person, who rose 
from the dead, the character of His life, and of His 
death, may lead the reader to a fuller understanding 
of the significance of His resurrection, and to see 
that it is all of a piece with what He is and what He 

has done, all falling into beautiful harmony, and 
bearing on it the impress of truth.

The Resurrection of Our
Lord Jesus Christ

After our Lord died we read that, " Joseph of 
Arimathea, an honorable counselor, which also 
waited for the kingdom of God, came, and went in 
boldly unto Pilate, and craved the body of Jesus" 
(Mark 15:43).

Pilate had publicly declared at the trial of our 
Lord that he found no fault in Him, and yet, bowing 
before the fanaticism of the Jews on the one hand, 
and moved by fear that he might not stand well with 
Caesar, if he allowed One, who claimed to be the 
King of the Jews, to live, to his eternal shame he 
gave sentence that it should be as His enemies 
required (Luke 23:24).

Was there ever such a barefaced travesty of jus-
tice? What judge would dare to permit the clamor of 
the accusers to settle the verdict, especially when the 
sentence was a death sentence? Pilate passing the 
death sentence, yet declaring that he found no fault 
in our Lord, made the Gentiles guilty. The Jews 
clamoring for His death made the Jews guilty.

Once our Lord had glorified God in His sacrifi-
cial atoning death on the cross of Calvary, no unbe-
lieving hand was allowed to touch Him. In this we 
see the over-ruling hand of God in that Pilate gave 
leave to Joseph of Arimathea to remove the body of 
our Lord, and give it burial, fulfilling a seven-cen-
tury old prophecy that our Lord would lie with the 
rich in His death (Isaiah 53:9).
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Joseph with Nicodemus, this latter hitherto a 
secret believer, performed this last act of grateful, 
loving homage to our Lord. A hundred pounds 
weight of myrrh and aloes was brought to the grave. 
The holy body of our Lord was swathed in linen 
clothes with the spices, and was reverently laid in 
Joseph's new tomb, wherein nobody had yet been 
laid. The women, too, who accompanied our Lord 
from Galilee, followed after, and beheld the sepul-
cher, and where the body was laid.

Previously the Jews, in view of the morrow 
being "the day after the Sabbath” and that Sabbath 
being a high day, had gone to Pilate to ask that the 
bodies of those, who had been crucified, should not 
remain on their crosses, beseeching him that, their 
legs should be broken, thus expediting their death, 
and their removal from the crosses. To this end the 
legs of the two thieves were broken, but when they 
came to our Lord they found Him dead already. This 
was the fulfillment of a prophesy, "A bone of Him 
shall not be broken" (John 19:36).

But, as if to make assurance doubly sure, a 
Roman soldier took his spear, and pierced the side of 
the dead Christ, and forthwith there came out blood 
and water.

A Roman Guard Kept Watch
Over Our Lord’s Tomb

The wicked fanaticism of the Jews followed our 
Lord even after His death.  We read: —"The chief 
priests and Pharisees came together unto Pilate say-
ing, Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, while 
He was yet alive, After three days I will rise again. 

Command therefore that the sepulcher be made sure 
until the third day, lest His disciples come by night, 
and steal Him away, and say unto the people, He is 
risen from the dead: so the last error shall be worse 
than the first" (Matthew 27:62-64).

Pilate granted their request. A guard of Roman 
soldiers was detailed to watch the tomb, whilst the 
Jews with the authority of Pilate sealed the great 
stone, rolled against the mouth of the sepulcher. The 
next day being the Sabbath the sorrowing disciples 
rested according to the commandment (Luke 23:56).

“The Morrow After the Sabbath”
Then came the eventful day, the third day after 

the crucifixion, the day our Lord prophesied He 
would rise from the dead. Would His words prove to 
be true?

Heaven stepped in. What was a seal upon the 
mouth of the tomb compared to Divine power? The 
puny hand of man was brushed aside.  We read, "The 
angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came 
and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon 
it. His countenance was like lightning, and his rai-
ment white as snow: and for fear of him the keepers 
did shake, and became as dead men" (Matthew 28:2-
4).

It must have been a truly terrifying sight. The 
guard became as dead men, that is they swooned, 
and became unconscious through sheer terror. 
Heaven broke the seal that man put upon the tomb; 
but, mark it well, not to let the Saviour out of the 
tomb, but to let us look in. When the tomb was 
looked in upon, it was to find no body of our Lord, 
but the linen clothes lying, and the napkin that was 
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about His sacred head wrapped together in a place 
by itself. He, who could pass through closed doors 
on the first day after His resurrection, could surely 
rise out of the tomb in spite of its thick walls. 
Unseen by mortal eye, He rose in wondrous power, 
raised by the glory of the Father, deliberately leaving 
the linen clothes with which He was swathed, and 
putting the head napkin in a place by itself, all 
bespeaking nothing hurried, but of His being com-
pletely Master of the situation. No, the stone was 
rolled away by angelic might, the seal was broken, 
we repeat, not to let the Saviour out, but to let us 
look in, and to testify to us how He had broken the 
power of sin and death and hell.

Recovering from their swoon some of the guard 
went into the city and reported to the chief priests the 
extraordinary events that had taken place. This we 
will comment on more fully later.

The Empty Tomb
Meanwhile Mary Magdalene, Joanna (the wife 

of Chuza, Herod's steward), Mary, the mother of our 
Lord, and other women from Galilee came early to 
the sepulcher, bringing spices, only to find the stone 
rolled away. Entering the sepulcher they found not 
the body of the Lord Jesus. The angel reassured the 
sorrowing women telling them not to fear, saying, 
"He is not here: for He is risen, as He said. Come, 
see the place where the Lord lay" (Matthew 28:6).

He then bade them carry tidings of our Lord's 
resurrection to His disciples, telling them to meet 
Him in Galilee. With great joy they ran to deliver 
this wonderful message, but their words seemed to 

the disciples as idle tales, and they refused to believe 
that our Lord was risen from the dead. It is a strong 
point in the proof of the resurrection of our Lord that 
the disciples were slow to believe, and refused to 
acknowledge the fact of the Lord's resurrection till 
they had indisputable, first-hand proof. If they had 
been credulous, eager to believe any tale they heard, 
one could understand their testimony would have 
had no weight, but when disciples, slow to believe 
the astounding news of our Lord's resurrection, were 
convinced of its truth by indisputable evidences, 
their testimony should not be denied. We read that 
our Lord showed Himself alive “by many infallible 
proofs, being seen of His disciples for forty days, 
and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom 
of God”  (Acts 1:3).

The Apostles Peter and John then went to the 
sepulcher to see if the report of the women was cor-
rect. In their eagerness they ran, but John, the 
younger man, outran Peter. John contented himself 
by looking into the sepulcher, but Peter, marked by 
impetuosity, went into the tomb, seeing the linen 
clothes lying, and the head napkin in a place by 
itself, and they returned to their own homes.

The Witness to
Our Lord’s Resurrection

We shall see as we proceed that the number of 
the witnesses to our Lord's resurrection, and the 
details, which each one was able to furnish, consti-
tutes a cumulative evidence that cannot be set aside. 
To refuse their witness we should have to write them 
all off as liars, and, going back to Old Testament 
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prophecies of the resurrection of Christ centuries 
before the event, we should also have to brand 
Moses, David, Isaiah, Micah and other Old Testa-
ment prophets as liars also, though they were sepa-
rated by centuries, and did not know what each other 
wrote. It is beyond all experience and reason that 
they should all be found lying. Moreover what could 
they gain by witnessing to the resurrection of our 
Lord, but persecutions, imprisonments and martyr-
doms? What could the followers of the Crucified 
expect but the world's bitter opposition?

The First Appearance
of the Risen Christ

Spite of the asseveration of the angels, Mary 
Magdalene could not fully believe that the Lord was 
indeed risen from the dead. One can understand this, 
and sympathize with her feelings. The experience 
was so utterly unique. Nothing like it had been 
known in all the history of the world. Reluctant to 
leave the spot where her Lord had been buried, 
standing by the sepulcher weeping, she glanced into 
the tomb, and saw two angels sitting, one at the 
head, and the other at the feet where the body of the 
Lord had lain. They asked her the reason of her tears. 
She replied it was because they had taken away the 
body of her Lord, and she did not know where they 
had laid it.

Turning back, behold! the risen Lord stood 
before her. She did not recognize Him at first, per-
haps the dimness of the early morning light, and 
being blinded by her tears, may have accounted for 
this. She supposed Him to be the gardener. Our Lord 

asked why she wept, and for whom she was seeking? 
She replied with the deep affection that ever marked 
her, that, if the body of the Lord had been taken 
away, and He would tell her where it was laid, she 
would take it away, little realizing in the strength of 
her affections, the weakness of her body for such an 
impossible task.

Our Lord turned round, and uttered the one 
word, Mary. Instantly she recognized her Lord, 
replying Rabboni, that is to say, Master. Thereupon 
the Lord commissioned her to carry that most won-
derful message to the disciples. "Go to My brethren, 
and say unto them, I ascend unto My Father, and 
your Father; and to My God, and your God" (John 
20:17).

The Second Appearance
of the Risen Christ

This was to the women, who, when they arrived 
at the sepulcher early on the morning of the first day 
of the week, were told by the angel that the Lord was 
risen from the dead, and who sent by them a mes-
sage to the disciples and Peter that He was risen, 
and that He would go before them to Galilee, and 
meet them there. As they went on this errand, the 
Lord met them on the way. In their joy they held 
Him by His feet, and worshipped Him. As they thus 
handled Him they knew it was no apparition that 
stood before them, but their loved Lord risen from 
the dead.

It is very touching that when the angel sent this 
message to His disciples, he should have added the 
words, "And Peter." Was not Peter included among 
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the disciples? Why mention him specially? Peter, 
after his frightful backsliding, might well have won-
dered if he were included in the message. But this 
addition, "and Peter” would set his mind at rest, and 
give him fresh courage to face his Lord. Here we 
find the tender compassion of the Good Shepherd 
shining forth in the wording of the angel's message.

The Third Appearance
of the Risen Christ

This was to Peter, evidently following up the 
message, "And Peter." No one knows what passed 
between them at that interview, but again we mark 
the tenderness and compassion of the Good Shep-
herd, the Great Shepherd risen from the dead 
(Hebrews 13:20). Comparing 1 Corinthians 15:5 
with Luke 24:34, this is made plain. We read: —
"The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to 
Simon."

We gather that Peter was seen by our Lord before 
He saw the eleven on the evening of the first day of 
the week, when He rose from the dead. This care of 
our Lord for His wandering sheep is surely an 
encouragement to every backslider to seek the Lord 
afresh, and feel that, if He could and did restore such 
a backslider as Peter, He can restore any backslider.

The Fourth Appearance
of the Risen Christ

This was to Cleopas and his companion, proba-
bly his wife, when on their way to their home in the 
village of Emmaus. The risen Lord drew near to 
them, their eyes holden that they should not know 
Him. He asked the reason of their sadness, as they 

talked by the way. With astonishment they asked, 
Was He only a stranger in Jerusalem, and had He not 
heard of the wonderful happenings that had taken 
place? Our Lord enquired what things. They replied, 
"Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet 
mighty in deed and word before God and all the peo-
ple: and how the chief priests and our rulers deliv-
ered Him to be condemned to death, and have 
crucified Him. But we trusted that it had been He 
which should have redeemed Israel: and beside all 
this, today is the third day since these things were 
done." (Luke 24:19-21).

They then went on to say that certain of their 
company had gone to the sepulcher, and had found it 
empty, and had heard the angel's testimony that the 
Lord was risen.

As they wended their way to Emmaus, our Lord 
opened up to them the Scriptures, and showed them 
how centuries before the Old Testament prophets 
had foretold that He would suffer, and then enter into 
His glory. Their hearts burned within them, as they 
listened to His marvelous unfolding of their Old Tes-
tament prophecies; so much so, that they constrained 
Him to abide with them that night, for the day was 
far spent. At their humble meal, in the breaking of 
bread, He was made known to them. Did they note, 
we wonder, the scars in His hands? They recognized 
Him with a deep thrill of joy, and then just when they 
had recognized Him, He vanished out of their sight.

Once they knew that the Lord was risen, every-
thing was changed for them. In sadness they began 
their long walk to Emmaus, troubled and perplexed; 
in joy and glad assurance they retraced their steps to 
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Jerusalem to share the good news with the eleven 
disciples, only to hear that the Lord had already 
appeared to Simon.

The Fifth Appearance
of the Risen Christ

As the two disciples from Emmaus broke into 
the room where the eleven disciples were gathered 
together, to hear how the Lord had appeared to 
Simon, we read, "As they thus spake, Jesus Himself 
stood in the midst of them, and saith unto them, 
Peace be unto you. But they were terrified and 
affrighted, and supposed that they had seen a spirit. 
And He said unto them, Why are ye troubled? and 
why do thoughts arise in your hearts? Behold My 
hands and My feet, that it is I Myself: handle Me and 
see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see 
Me have. And when He had thus spoken, He showed 
them His hands and His feet. And while they yet 
believed not for joy, and wondered, He said unto 
them, Have ye here any meat? And they gave Him a 
piece of a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb. And 
He took it, and did eat before them" (Luke 24:36-
53).

From this narrative we gather two things. That 
the disciples were incredulous and slow to believe, 
and required strong proofs before they would be 
convinced of the resurrection of our Lord, That the 
Lord graciously gave them the strongest proofs that 
He was indeed the risen Christ. He showed them His 
hands and feet with the marks of the nails. He 
invited them to handle Him, so that they might be 
assured that He was no apparition. Then further He 

took the initiative, asking them if they had any meat, 
and He graciously partook of food in their presence. 
Surely proofs could not have been fuller and more 
convincing than these.

We have purposely given the above Scripture 
showing this in full. What room was left for doubt? 
The reaction in the minds of the disciples was very 
marked. They could not believe for very joy. More-
over He reminded them that He had foretold His res-
urrection when yet with them, and how all that was 
written in the law of Moses, the prophets and the 
psalms concerning Him was all fulfilled. Surely 
proof could not have been more complete and satis-
fying.

The Sixth Appearance
of the Risen Christ

On His previous appearance to His disciples one 
of them, Thomas surnamed Didymus, was not 
present. Hearing their testimony of the appearance of 
our Lord in the midst of His own, he stoutly affirmed 
that he would not believe in the resurrection of the 
Lord, unless he could put his finger into the print of 
the nails in His hands, and thrust his hand into His 
side. A week later the Lord again appeared to His 
disciples, this time Thomas being present. Our Lord 
said to him, “Reach hither thy finger, and behold My 
hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into 
My side: and be not faithless, but believing" (John 
20:27).

How gracious and patient was the Lord in thus 
overcoming the incredulity of His doubting disciple. 
How confirming it must have been to the others to 
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have His visit to them thus repeated. Thomas, con-
vinced at last, exclaimed in deepest reverence, "My 
Lard and my God" (John 20:28).

The Seventh Appearance
of the Risen Christ

The next appearance of our Lord was in Galilee. 
Peter had declared that He would go a fishing. Six 
other of the disciples went with Him. They toiled all 
night at the fishing and caught nothing. When the 
morning was come, behold Jesus stood on the shore. 
Unrecognized by the disciples, He asked them if 
they had any meat. Being answered in the negative, 
He bade them cast their net on the right side of the 
ship. They did so, enclosing one hundred and fifty-
three great fishes, and yet the net did not break.

Was this a reminder that our Lord had called His 
disciples to be fishers of men, that when they went 
back to fishing for fish they had caught nothing, yet 
at His word they had ample supplies. Moreover 
when they got to shore it was to find that the Lord 
had provided them with a fire of coals, and fish laid 
thereon and bread? Was not our Lord, who had 
called them to fish for men, sufficient to meet their 
bodily needs?

The Eighth Appearance
of the Risen Christ

This took place when the eleven disciples went 
to a mountain in Galilee to meet the Lord as He had 
appointed the first day He rose from the dead. The 
Apostle Paul tells us of five hundred brethren seeing 
the Lord at one time (1 Corinthians 15:6). This was 
probably the occasion to which Paul called attention. 

That our Lord should make an appointment to meet 
His disciples would give ample time for notice to be 
given to many of the disciples, who loved Him, an 
opportunity to assemble at the trysting place. Hith-
erto the Lord's appearances were sudden and unex-
pected, but here was an appointment to meet His 
disciples on a mountain in Galilee.

It is a further proof of the truth of our narrative, 
that Paul could say when he wrote about five hun-
dred brethren seeing the Lord at one time, that the 
greater part was alive at the time of his writing. The 
Apostle would not have adventured to put forth a 
statement, capable of public refutation by so many, if 
it were not true.

The Ninth Appearance
of the Risen Christ

The ninth appearance was to the Apostle James. 
This we gather from 1 Corinthians 15:7, where it is 
plain that this interview took place after our Lord 
was seen by five hundred brethren at once, and 
before He saw His disciples for the last time on 
earth, just before His ascension to the right hand of 
God. We have no indication of why James had this 
special interview with the Lord.

The Tenth Appearance
of the Risen Christ

Our Lord finally led His disciples out as far as to 
Bethany. Reaching their destination, with uplifted 
hands He blessed His disciples. What tenderness 
these last words on earth must have expressed! 
Whilst so doing He was parted from them, and car-
ried up into heaven. Two men in white apparel said 
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to the wondering disciples as they stood gazing 
steadfastly to heaven, "Ye men of Galilee, why stand 
ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is 
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like 
manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven" (Acts 
1:11).

The disciples were left with a wonderful hope. 
Our Lord promised to send the Holy Spirit of God to 
indwell them, and endue them, with power from on 
high. He instructed them to tarry at Jerusalem till the 
moment came when this promise should be fulfilled.  
We read, "They worshipped Him, and returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy: and were continually in the 
temple, praising and blessing God. Amen" (Luke 
24:52-53).

To Whom Did Our Lord Appear?
There is one point, to which we do well to draw 

attention. When our Lord rose from the dead it 
would have been very convincing, if He had sud-
denly appeared to Pilate, Herod, the chief priests, 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. In such a case 
surely the evidence to His resurrection could not 
have been denied. If the narrative had come from the 
pens of uninspired writers, this would have been the 
likely story they would have given forth. On the con-
trary our Lord's appearances in His risen state were 
only to His own disciples, to those who loved Him, 
and not to the world. The Apostle Peter emphasizes 
this when we read, "Him God raised up the third day, 
and showed Him openly; not to all the people, but 
unto witnesses chosen before of God, even to us, 

who did eat and drink with Him after He rose from 
the dead" (Acts 10: 40-41).

Why was this? Let us lead up to the answer of 
our question.

It is significant that all through the Lord's public 
ministry of three-and-a-half years, though the Jews 
continually plotted to kill Him, He was never sub-
jected to physical injury, until the scene in the Gar-
den of Gethsemane. Our Lord said, "When I was 
daily with you in the temple, ye stretched forth no 
hands against Me: But this is your hour, and the 
power of darkness" (Luke 22:53).

Once that hour came by Divine permission our 
Lord was subjected to scoffing, the hair plucked off 
His cheek, His face spit upon, scorn and contumely 
were His portion. A reed was put into His hand as a 
mock scepter, and a crown of thorns in mockery of a 
kingly diadem was placed upon His head.  Finally 
He was crucified.

But when He rose from the dead everything was 
different. Risen from the dead, not a single unbe-
liever saw Him, Those, who loved and adored Him, 
alone witnessed Him in His risen state. Why was 
this? It was because He could say, "I came not to 
judge the world, but to save the world" (John 12:47).

If our Lord had publicly appeared to His ene-
mies, it would have meant destruction to them. 
Instead of confronting them with their evil deeds to 
their utter confusion and destruction, He commis-
sioned His disciples to preach the Gospel, beginning 
at Jerusalem, the very city of His murderers.

An illustration of this was seen in the time of our 
Lord's public ministry on earth. The Jews' Feast of 
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Tabernacles was at hand, and our Lord's brethren 
pressed Him to go up to the feast publicly. This He 
declined to do, for when the Lord presents Himself 
publicly He will have to take out of His kingdom all 
things that offend, and them that work iniquity, who 
will be cast into a furnace of fire where there is wail-
ing and gnashing of teeth (Matthew 13:41-42). If the 
Lord had gone up publicly, and all offenders had 
been removed, how many would have been, left?

But our Lord went up, as it were, secretly, thus 
enabling Him to present Himself in grace. Hence He 
could cry on the last great day of the feast, when life-
less ritualism had left the worshippers empty and 
unsatisfied, "If any man thirst, let him come unto Me 
and drink. He that believeth on Me, as the Scripture 
hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living 
water" (John 7:37-38).

When our Lord, as Son of Man, does come pub-
licly, we read, "Behold He cometh with clouds; and 
every eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced 
Him; and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because 
of Him. Even so, Amen." (Revelation 1:7).

The Sign of the Prophet Jonas
And now we would notice a very striking and 

unusual type of the resurrection of our Lord, The 
Sign of the Prophet Jonah. Certain of the scribes and 
Pharisees asked a sign from our Lord, They did not 
ask with any good intention of being persuaded of 
our Lord's divine commission, but to try to catch 
Him in His words. Our Lord replied, "An evil and 
adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there 
shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the 

prophet Jonas: for as Jonas was three days and three 
nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of Man 
be three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth. The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment 
with this generation, and shall condemn it: because 
they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and behold, 
a greater than Jonas is here" (Matthew 12:39-41).

We may well be surprised that Jonas should be 
chosen by our Lord as a type of Himself. Indeed it 
would be hard to find two characters so dissimilar as 
Jonas and our Lord. Jonas was the disobedient 
prophet, who fled from the presence of the Lord; our 
Lord was obedient to the will of God, even to the 
death of the cross. But our Lord Himself narrowed 
the sign to one incident in the life of the disobedient 
prophet, to the time when he was vomited out of the 
belly of the great fish, and preached to the inhabit-
ants of Nineveh with such remarkable results.

The story is simply told. Nineveh, the capital of 
Assyria, was the greatest city of the then-known 
world. To cross it on foot was a three days' journey, 
so vast was it. We are told it contained over 120,000 
souls, who did not know their right hand from their 
left. But the wickedness of the city was great, and 
had come up before God. He bade Jonah, the son of 
Amittai, to cry against it, and pronounce its doom. 
Jonah shrank from the task. How could he, an 
unknown Jew, denounce such a great city? It would 
be at the peril of his life were he to attempt it. So he 
rose to flee from the presence of the Lord. Instead of 
travelling east at the bidding of the Lord, he travelled 
west in disobedience. He became a passenger in a 
ship going to Tarshish. Then the Lord caused a 
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mighty tempest to arise, so that the ship was like to 
be broken. The mariners were afraid, crying every 
man to his god, and casting forth the wares of the 
ship to lighten it. Meanwhile Jonah had gone down 
to the sides of the ship, and was fast asleep. Jonah 
had already told them that he was fleeing from the 
presence of the Lord. The storm was so threatening 
that these superstitious mariners cast lots as to why 
the tempest had arisen, and for whose cause it had 
come upon them.  The lot fell on Jonah.

The sailors then asked Jonah what was to be 
done. Under enormous pressure, we may be sure, 
and with a deep sense that God was dealing with 
him, and that after all there was no chance of escap-
ing from His presence, in utter despair, Jonah replied 
that the one and only remedy was to cast him into the 
sea, and then it would become calm. The kind-
hearted mariners were reluctant to take such a tragic 
step, and tried their best to bring the ship to land, but 
without avail.

They were faced with the awful choice of one 
dying for the many, or the many dying. In either case 
Jonah would be drowned, they would argue. So the 
inevitable had to be, and with great reluctance Jonah 
was flung into the boiling sea, and the sea became 
calm.

In the east at that time news travelled far and 
wide in an incredibly short space of time, with unbe-
lievable rapidity. Gossip passed from mouth to 
mouth, bazaar to bazaar, city to city, country to 
country. Such a story as this could not fail to excite 
the liveliest interest. What sort of God was this God 
of the Hebrews from whom His prophet could not 

escape, the God who could bring His disobedient 
servant, as they thought, to such a tragic end? Even 
the people of Nineveh would surely hear the startling 
news. When the waters rolled over the head of 
Jonah, the mariners, and all who afterwards heard 
the tragic news, would of course come to the conclu-
sion that the prophet was dead, and that this was the 
last they would hear of him. At the least the news 
would give the people fresh ideas of the wonderful 
God of the Hebrews. He would stand out as utterly 
different from their gods. They would be prepared to 
pay heed to what message He might send.

Startling as the news was, the like of which had 
never before been known, in three days' time news 
of a far more startling and wonderful nature was 
passed from lip to lip. Jonah was alive and well. 
Incredible! At first news of this it would be promptly 
disbelieved as a thing impossible.  But the witnesses 
to His being cast into the tempestuous sea were 
many. There could be no doubt as to his fate. 
Humanly speaking nothing could save him from 
being drowned. But Jonah was actually alive and 
well. The God of the Hebrews had ordained a great 
fish to be at the exact spot when Jonah sank into the 
water to swallow him, and convey him for three days 
and nights, through the sea, and finally to vomit him 
alive upon dry land. Here was to them a new and 
mighty power in the world. It took a lot of believing, 
but the witnesses to the prophet's supposed death, 
and the witnesses to the fact that he was alive, and 
even at that moment carrying out God's commission, 
and on his way to Nineveh, were so many, that 
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extraordinary as the news was, there was nothing to 
do but to admit facts.

We know that this story has been the occasion of 
much derision. Not many years ago, it would have 
been the occasion of similar skepticism that men 
could make a submarine, capable of carrying a num-
ber of men at the bottom of the sea for a lengthened 
period of time, and bring them safely to the surface 
of the sea alive and well. Yet this is a common expe-
rience today. And could not God, who created all the 
fishes by His omnipotent word, create a single fish 
for the purpose of receiving Jonah as he sank in the 
waters, and bring him safely to land? Of course He 
could.

Then the news came that Jonah had actually pen-
etrated into Nineveh a days' journey, uttering fear-
lessly his message of doom, "Yet forty days, and 
Nineveh shall be overthrown" (Jonah 3:4). What did 
the Ninevites say amongst themselves? They would 
say surely that if God was so determined to warn 
them —  first by commissioning His servant to 
deliver the message of doom; second, by sending a 
mighty tempest to stop His runaway servant; third, 
by preparing a great fish for his journey under the 
water; fourth, by directing the fish to vomit Jonah 
upon dry land; fifth, by giving him courage to pro-
claim His message in the midst of their great city — 
surely it was high time that they paid heed to God's 
warning.

So from the least to the greatest they put on sack-
cloth and ashes and proclaimed a fast, the very King 
on his throne divesting himself of his royal robe, 

clothing himself in sackcloth, and sitting in ashes. 
God, ever gracious to the repentant, spared the city.

Our Lord drew the contrast between the people 
of Nineveh repenting at the preaching of Jonah, and 
the evil and adulterous people who stood before 
Him, and who were trying to catch Him in His 
words. He told them plainly that the men of Nineveh 
would rise in judgment against them, adding “A 
greater than Jonas is here.”

Our Lord prophesied His own resurrection, that 
for three days and nights He would be in the heart of 
the earth, and rise the third day. Was this not far 
more wonderful than the sudden reappearance of 
Jonah, believed to be dead, but miraculously pre-
served in order to give God's message? But our Lord 
was crucified. He actually died. He was buried. The 
men who were plotting His death must have known 
that His resurrection, if it took place, would be the 
most signal proof by God of His complete satisfac-
tion with all that our Lord died to accomplish. No 
wonder, when He did die, and the third day of His 
burial came, the morning of His resurrection, the 
news of that great event filled the hearts of the 
scribes and high priests with a terrible fear. If they 
crucified our Lord, and God raised Him from the 
dead, there was a clear and solemn issue between 
guilty man and a Holy God. The resurrection of our 
Lord was an ocular demonstration that God will 
judge the living and the dead, (Acts 17:31). You and 
I, whether we like it or not, will have to give account 
as to how we stand in relation to that resurrection. 
Thank God, for believers on the Lord Jesus Christ 
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His resurrection is the great proof of their acceptance 
before God.

Our Lord is risen, alive, living in the power of an 
endless life, fullest proof indeed of His claims as to 
His Person, and of the character of His atoning work 
on the cross. Men will do well to pay heed to His 
message. If the men of Nineveh paid heed to the 
preaching of Jonas, we can say with a wealth of 
meaning, of comfort for the believer on the Lord 
Jesus Christ; of solemn warning, than which nothing 
can be stronger, of coming and eternal judgment to 
the unbeliever, "Behold a greater than Jonas is 
here."

Were the Four Records of
the Resurrection of Christ Inspired?

If the records of the four evangelists were unin-
spired, we should have found them acting pretty 
much like pre-sent-day newspaper correspondents, 
trying to emulate each other in the number of details 
given, and in the recital of strange and startling 
events. We find a complete absence of any such 
rivalry in the four Gospels. To compare the four 
accounts of the events connected with our Lord's res-
urrection is very interesting. For instance, Matthew 
does not record the Lord's ascension; Mark gives it 
in one verse, Luke gives it slightly more fully, add-
ing information as to it in Acts 1:7-11; whilst John 
does not mention the ascension at all, save that it is 
implied in the words of our Lord spoken to Peter 
concerning John, "If I will that he tarry till I come, 
what is that to thee?" (John 21:23). Our Lord could 

not come from heaven, unless He had previously 
gone to heaven.

Only Matthew gives us the concocted story of 
the chief priests that the body of our Lord was stolen 
by His disciples. Two Gospels give the incident of 
the two disciples going to Emmaus. Mark refers to it 
in two verses. Luke, gives great detail, running into 
twenty-three verses. Matthew does not mention our 
Lord appearing to the eleven disciples, whilst Mark, 
Luke and John do, this last alone telling of the Lord 
appearing a second time to the eleven, especially 
mentioning Thomas, surnamed Didymus. Matthew 
tells us of the eleven disciples meeting the Lord as 
appointed on a mountain in Galilee. Mark mentions 
the same appointment, but says nothing of the actual 
meeting. Luke and John say nothing about it.

John alone gives us the incident of Peter and six 
other disciples going a fishing, and the Lord standing 
on the shore of the sea of Galilee to receive them 
with a fire of coals with broiled fish and bread. Mark 
specially emphasizes the unbelieving attitude of the 
disciples to the testimony of our Lord's resurrection. 
(See Mark 16:11,13,14.) Of all the evangelists John 
gives us the fullest account of our Lord's resurrection 
activities. This is all the more noteworthy seeing the 
Gospel of John was written more than thirty years 
after the other Gospels had been in circulation.

We are indebted to the Apostle Paul for further 
information, not given by the four evangelists. We 
are told in 1 Corinthians 15 of our Lord's special 
appearances to the Apostles Peter and James, whilst 
the former is alluded to in Luke 24:34. He confirms 
that our Lord saw the eleven disciples twice. It is 
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through Paul alone that we know of the Lord being 
seen by about five hundred brethren at once.

While two evangelists only give us the account 
of the virgin birth of our Lord; and two only mention 
His temptation in the wilderness, and John says not a 
word about his transfiguration, yet all four evange-
lists give us in full detail the story of our Lord's suf-
ferings and sacrificial atoning death on the cross of 
Calvary. This is to be specially noted as of great sig-
nificance.

One marvels at the restraint put upon the sacred 
writers by the hand of inspiration. Much, using the 
phraseology of newspaper correspondents, which 
would have made "good copy," is not mentioned. For 
instance the outstanding miracle of the raising to life 
of Lazarus is only mentioned by John, and is not 
even alluded to in the synoptic gospels. The accounts 
given in the four gospels bear the verisimilitude of 
unvarnished truth.

The Consistency of Truthfulness
If a number of people agree to lie and deceive the 

public, it is very evident that in the nature of things 
discrepancies and inconsistencies and contradic-
tions would occur in their evidence. It is well known 
that in a court of law a clever counsel can extract 
answers to searching questions, which are fatal to 
any seeking to cover up the truth.

There is a story told of a little lad being put on 
oath to give witness in a law case. The opposing 
counsel contended that he was unreliable as being 
too young, and probably told by his elders what to 

say. He then asked the boy, "Did your father tell you 
what to say?" 

"Yes, sir," replied the lad. 
The counsel turned triumphantly to the judge, 

and said, "You see, my Lord, my contention holds 
good." "Not quite so fast," replied the judge, and 
turning to the little lad kindly, he said to him, "Come 
here, my boy, and tell me what your father told you 
to say." 

"Yes, sir," replied the boy, "my father told me to 
be sure to speak the truth." 

To the annoyance of the counsel the judge 
ordered that the evidence of the boy should be taken, 
which proved to be the obstacle to his winning his 
case.

It has been pointed out that if six witnesses of a 
fatal accident are called upon to give evidence con-
cerning it, the best proof of their truthfulness would 
be their agreeing on the salient features of the case, 
but differing and even contradicting each other, as to 
details. If they agreed in every detail, it would lead 
to the suspicion of its being a put-up job, and that the 
witnesses were instructed to testify in agreement 
with each other in every little detail.

It is well-known that in witnessing a fatal acci-
dent one person sees it a little differently than 
another. One part of the accident makes a deeper 
impression than another part. Therefore the absence 
of uniformity as to details will tend to show, rather 
than the reverse, the truthfulness of the witnesses.

But in the case of the sacred record regarding the 
resurrection of our Lord we have two things to point 
out. First that the four historians, Matthew, Mark, 
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Luke and John, do not furnish us with the same inci-
dents and details as to the resurrection of our Lord, 
showing, that it is no put-up job; and, second, seeing 
the records are inspired, God-breathed, of discrepan-
cies and contradictions there are none.

And so we see the record more or less full in 
details, one writer mentioning one incident, a second 
writer, another incident, and yet the accounts fitting 
perfectly in detail one with the other — no discrep-
ancies, no contradictions. How confirmatory of the 
truthfulness of the sacred narrative.

The Conversion of the Apostle Paul
Hitherto the witnesses to the resurrection saw 

our Lord during the forty days He spent on earth 
between His resurrection and ascension. Now we 
bring forward a witness, who, as far as we know, 
never saw our Lord upon earth; and, if he had, it was 
as His bitterest enemy, and the persecutor of His 
people. We refer to the Apostle Paul. In giving a list 
of those who saw the risen Lord, he finished with 
himself as a witness, not having seen the Lord when 
on earth, saying, "And last of all He was seen of me 
also, as of one born out of due time. For I am the 
least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God" (1 
Corinthians 15:8-9).

Paul was pressing on his murderous errand to 
Damascus, armed with authority from the chief 
priests to drag the Christians to prison, and in some 
cases to put them to death, when suddenly there 
shone round his path a light "above the brightness of 

the sun." He heard a voice, saying, "Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou ME?" (Acts 9:4).

Up to that moment Paul had sincerely thought 
that Christ was an impostor, that He was dead and 
buried, and that he was doing God's service in seek-
ing to stamp Christ's name off the face of the earth. 
In a moment he recognized that the One, who spoke 
to him from heaven, was none less than the risen 
glorified Son of God, and that in persecuting the 
Christians he was in reality persecuting their Lord in 
glory. Paul saw the Lord, thus qualifying him in one 
particular to be an apostle, for one mark of an apos-
tle was that he had seen the Lord (Acts 1:21-22). 
"Out of due season" Paul saw Him as glorified in 
heaven. His natural sight blinded by the marvelous 
light above that of the noonday sun, his dark soul 
was illuminated with the true knowledge of the Lord. 
In a moment he was turned from being a bitter perse-
cutor of God's people, poor and afflicted as they 
were, to being our Lord's most devoted and zealous 
servant. Note carefully that this all hinged on his dis-
covering the fact of the resurrection of our Lord.

It can safely be affirmed that the conversion of 
the Apostle Paul was the most remarkable conver-
sion that ever took place in the history of the world. 
The proof of this statement lies in the following 
Scripture:  —"This is a faithful saying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners; of whom I am chief. Howbeit 
for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus 
Christ might show forth all longsuffering, for a pat-
tern to them which should hereafter believe on Him 
to life everlasting" (1 Timothy 1:15-16).
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Never was there such defiance against Christ dis-
played (as in the case of Paul. He speaks of himself 
with deep contrition as a blasphemer, a persecutor, 
an injurious person (1 Timothy 1:13); as being 
exceedingly mad to the extent of persecuting the 
Christians even to strange cities (Acts 26:11).

The chief of sinners is in glory. Hallelujah! In 
him we learn how far God's longsuffering can go. 
His conversion is a proof to any and every sinner, 
however degraded or philosophically antagonistic to 
the Gospel of the grace of God he may be, that the 
way to life, forgiveness, salvation is open to him. 
Outside the life of our adorable Lord, which stands 
infinitely and uniquely beyond every other life, the 
conversion of the Apostle Paul has made more mark 
on the world through his inspired writings than that 
of any other man, whether he be eminent in the 
realm of theology, statesmanship, economics or war.

The Epistle to the Romans written by Paul is a 
priceless and unique unfolding of the Gospel of the 
grace of God. His other epistles bring before us 
assembly truth, and have been the occasion of many 
gatherings of God's people being formed all over the 
world from that day to this.

His own activities, till martyrdom ended his 
faithful service, as narrated in the Acts of the Apos-
tles, show how his own personal efforts were greatly 
blessed in the spread of the Gospel, and the founda-
tion of Christian fellowship in a wonderful way.

The Testimony of the Epistles
to the Resurrection of Christ 

We get the resurrection of our Lord detailed in 
the four gospels. In the epistles we have traced for us 
the results flowing from the resurrection in the way 
of doctrines, and their application to Christian living.

To begin with we get the knowledge of salvation 
linked up very specially with the resurrection of 
Christ. We read, "If thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 
heart, that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou 
shalt be saved” (Romans 10:9).

Again we read, "Now it was not written for his 
[Abraham's] sake alone, that it [righteousness] was 
imputed to him; but for us also, to whom it shall be 
imputed, if we believe on Him that raised up Jesus 
our Lord from the dead” (Romans 4:23-24).

Another very striking verse links up the resurrec-
tion of our Lord with the quickening of the mortal 
bodies of the saints, who are alive in the earth at the 
second coming of Christ. Ponder over this verse till 
you grasp its wondrous meaning.

“If the Spirit of Him that raised up Jesus from the 
dead dwell in you, He that raised up Christ from the 
dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by His 
Spirit that dwelleth in you" (Romans 8:11).

That is to say, that the Holy Spirit is the power 
that raised our Lord from the dead: and that same 
Spirit, indwelling the mortal bodies of the saints, is 
the pledge that their bodies shall be quickened by the 
same Power at the coming of the Lord (1 Thessalo-
nians 4:13-18).
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Writing to the assembly at Corinth a whole chap-
ter of fifty-eight verses is devoted to an argument 
proving the value of the resurrection of Christ. We 
read, "If Christ be preached that He rose from the 
dead, how say some among you that there is no res-
urrection of the dead? But if there be no resurrection 
of the dead, then is Christ not risen: and if Christ be 
not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith 
is also vain" (1 Corinthians 15:12-14).

Writing to the assembly at Ephesus we find the 
same stress put upon the fact of the resurrection of 
Christ. We read, "God who is rich in mercy, for His 
great love wherewith He loved us, even when we 
were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with 
Christ (by grace ye are saved); and hath raised us up 
together, and made us sit together in heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus" (Ephesians 2:4-6).

In this interesting passage we have the actual res-
urrection of our Lord stated, as having a moral effect 
on the believer in so identifying him with the risen 
Christ, as to put him in spirit on risen ground before 
God.

Writing to the Philippian assembly we read, 
"And being found in fashion as a man, He humbled 
Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly 
exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above 
every name" (Philippians 2:8-9).

Here we have our Lord's resurrection and ascen-
sion given as the intimate result of His death on the 
cross on behalf of sinful men.

Writing to the Thessalonian assembly we read, 
that they were saved "To wait for His [God's] Son 

from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even 
Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come" (1 
Thessalonians 1:10).

Writing to Timothy, his son in the faith, the 
Apostle Paul said, "Remember that Jesus Christ of 
the seed of David was raised from the dead accord-
ing to my gospel" (2 Timothy 2:8).

The Epistle to the Hebrews ends with a magnifi-
cent doxology, in which the resurrection of our Lord 
is emphasized, "Now the God of peace, that brought 
again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shep-
herd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlast-
ing covenant, make you perfect in every good work 
to do His will, working in you that which is well 
pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom 
be glory forever and ever. Amen" (Hebrews 13:20-
21).

The Apostle Peter writes of believers as those, 
"Who by Him do believe in God, that raised Him 
[Christ] up from the dead, and gave Him glory: that 
your faith and hope might be in God" (1 Peter 1:21).

Besides Scriptures that mention directly the res-
urrection of our Lord, it is very evident on reading 
through the epistles of the New Testament that the 
whole system of Christian teaching is based on the 
resurrection of our Lord. We give one single exam-
ple of what we mean, "Our conversation is in 
heaven, from whence also we look for the Saviour, 
the Lord Jesus Christ" (Philippians 3:20).

Though the resurrection is not expressly men-
tioned in this Scripture, yet it is taken for granted, for 
if the Saviour is coming from heaven to call His 
saints into His presence, and He died and was bur-
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ied, as we know happened to Him, He must have 
risen from the dead and ascended to glory in order to 
fulfill this Scripture.

A very good illustration of this is seen in the 
ocean. When the salt sea recedes from the shore 
again and again, as tide succeeds tide, salt crystals 
are formed on the rocks. These are visible, yet the 
salt that forms them, though invisible to the naked 
eye, is in solution at all times and in all places of the 
ocean.

So we have definite proof texts as to the resur-
rection of Christ blessedly visible in the Scriptures, 
yet the fact of His resurrection is found in solution, 
as it were, throughout the whole of Scripture.

If Scripture had been framed on a lie, this could 
not have been sustained in perfect consistency 
throughout the writings of the inspired penmen.  
Slips, inconsistencies, contradictions would have 
occurred.  Yet not one inconsistency can be discov-
ered, however microscopically the Scriptures are 
examined.  This is most convincing.

The Chief Priests
Concocted a Lying Tale

We shall see how true it is that a lie cannot be 
consistent when we consider how the chief priests 
concocted a lying tale. The account that the Roman 
guard gave of the happenings at the grave was seri-
ous hearing indeed. The chief priests were appalled. 
At all costs the story of the resurrection must be 
denied. Something must be done, and done quickly 
to meet the situation. So they concocted a most 
improbable story. We read, "When they [the chief 

priests] were assembled with the elders, and had 
taken counsel, they gave large money unto the sol-
diers, saying, Say ye, His disciples came by night, 
and stole Him away while we slept. And if this come 
to the governor's ears, we will persuade him, and 
secure you. So they took the money, and did as they 
were taught: and this saying is commonly reported 
among the Jews until this day" (Matthew 28:12-15).

A true story will hang together, and be capable of 
being minutely examined. But this tale is far from 
convincing. If all the guard were asleep, how could 
they know that the disciples had stolen the body? If, 
further, the body was stolen, how could sleeping 
men know what had become of it? Was all the guard 
likely to be asleep on the morning of the third day 
when our Lord prophesied He would rise from the 
dead, especially when they knew that by sleeping at 
their posts they ran the risk of the death penalty? Of 
course they could not gainsay that the stone was 
rolled away, and the tomb empty. So some story 
must be told to get out of the difficulty of acknowl-
edging that our Lord had risen from the dead.

Was it likely that the removal of the stone by the 
disciples, and the carrying away of the body of their 
Lord, could be carried out so silently and expedi-
tiously that not one of the sleeping guard was awak-
ened? The operation would take considerable time, 
and be accompanied by noise and force.

And further would "large money" be given to the 
guard to speak the truth? Did not the largeness of the 
bribe indicate the extent of the fear that possessed 
the chief priests, that the truth would eventually 
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come out, and the danger accruing to them in the lies 
they told be found to be a very real thing?

And if the body had been removed by the disci-
ples, why did the chief priests content themselves 
with bribing the soldiers to tell a lie, involving them 
in great risk, and not seek by every possible means 
to find the body? How convincing would have been 
the proof that there was no resurrection of our Lord, 
could the chief priests have possessed themselves of 
the body, and publicly exhibited it to the public at 
large. That would have settled the matter once and 
for all. Where was the body? The body was never 
produced. Why? Because there was no dead body, 
but a living risen Christ.

The story the chief priests concocted would fail 
to convince any, save those, who were willing to be 
deceived by any improbable tale that would obviate 
the acknowledgment of the fact of the resurrection of 
the One they had crucified with scorn and shame.

The Swoon Theory
Another theory of later years has been put forth, 

that our Lord did not die, but only swooned, that in 
the quiet and cool of the sepulcher He had revived, 
and that what had happened was not the resurrection 
of a dead Christ, but the resuscitation of a living 
man.

But this theory will not hold together. There were 
too many witnesses to His death to render it possi-
ble. The centurion, who had charge of the crucifix-
ion; the Roman guard, who carried it out; especially 
the soldier, who pierced His side; Joseph of Ari-
mathea and Nicodemus, who brought the body down 

from the cross, and who would surely have found 
signs of life, if there had been any — all were wit-
nesses of our Lord's death. There were also the 
women, who were present at the interment, includ-
ing those, who loved Him tenderly, and knew Him 
intimately, among them His own mother according 
to the flesh.

Moreover, speaking after the manner of a man, 
was it possible that One, who had gone through the 
awful experience of crucifixion, and in addition to 
this had been in the tomb for three days and three 
nights without food or drink, would be able to 
release Himself from the swathing of the linen 
clothes which bound Him, and then roll back the 
stone, and disappear in the morning light, spite of a 
guard set to watch the tomb? Impossible!

The signs that followed our Lord's death were 
not consistent with a mere swoon. Why should there 
be a great earthquake; why should the graves 
wherein the bodies of saints lay be opened; why, 
above all, should the great veil of the Temple be rent 
in twain from the top to the bottom, evidently by the 
hand of God Himself, if Christ did not die? But all 
these signs harmonize with the triumph of the Son of 
God when He rose from the dead, the Victor over sin 
and death and hell.

The Hallucination Theory
Another theory put forth is that, those who pro-

fessed to see the risen Lord, were the subjects of hal-
lucination; that is, they imagined seeing that which 
did not exist. One can understand it possible for an 
emotional over-wrought individual, overwhelmed 



The Resurrection of Jesus Christ by A. J. Pollock 27
with grief, and in the dim light of the break of day, 
believing that he or she had seen the Lord, when it 
was not so. Have we not all imagined trees and 
shrubs in the dim moonlight taking shape like human 
beings, when we knew all the time it was only imag-
ination. But our Lord spent no less than forty days 
on this earth after His resurrection and before His 
ascension, giving many tangible proofs of the reality 
of His resurrection.

There were too many witnesses to the fact of the 
resurrection to make it possible they were all the 
subjects of hallucination. Our Lord was seen on four 
occasions by His disciples. They were allowed to see 
the wounds in His feet and hands and side, even to 
the length of putting the finger in the prints of the 
nails. Moreover He did eat and drink with them. He 
walked miles with the two disciples going to 
Emmaus. He bid His disciples handle Him, and con-
vince themselves that He was no apparition, that a 
spirit had not flesh and bones, as He was seen to 
have. Even more, the Apostle Paul spoke of five 
hundred brethren at once seeing Him. Were they all 
the subjects of hallucination? No, this theory will not 
stand examination, and can safely be dismissed as 
another lie of the enemy.

We come now to the consideration of Lord Lyt-
tleton's treatise which we promised to take up in 
some detail.

The Conversion and Apostleship
of St. Paul

This was the title of a treatise written by Lord 
Lyttleton to which we have previously referred. We 

will now bring forward some of his arguments, the 
answer to which convinced himself against his dis-
belief that the conversion of the Apostle Paul was 
real.

We will take the heads of his arguments clothing 
them in our own words. We may mention that the 
treatises written by Lord Lyttleton and his friend, 
Gilbert West, can be seen to-day in the Bodleian 
Library, Oxford.

The actual conversion of the Apostle Paul is 
described in Acts 9, and further the Apostle himself 
twice narrated it, first when he addressed the fanati-
cal crowd from the castle stairs at Jerusalem, and 
again when he stood before King Agrippa to answer 
for himself.

Lord Lyttleton took up four points of view for 
examination: —
(1) Either Paul was an impostor, who said what he 
knew to be false, with intent to deceive; or
(2) He was an enthusiast, who imposed on himself 
by the force of an over-heated imagination; or
(3) He was deceived by the fraud of others; or finally
(4) What he declared to be the occasion of his con-
version did really happen, and therefore the Chris-
tian religion is a divine revelation.

In the consideration of these points of view, we 
begin by asking,
(1) Was Paul an Imposter?

Every reader of this pamphlet must have had 
some experience of impostors at some time or other. 
There comes along the sneaking, ingratiating person, 
a plausible teller of lies, seeking to gain some sordid 
advantage, it may be of money or position or power, 



The Resurrection of Jesus Christ by A. J. Pollock 28
Let us see what advantage Paul could hope to gain 
by imposture.

(a) Was it wealth that Paul sought?
We all know that some upstarts get great wealth 

by their propaganda, for instance, Mrs. Eddy of 
Christian Science fame, whose royalties on her 
books made her a millionaire. It was far otherwise 
with the Apostle Paul. If he had remained religiously 
a Jew, he was on the high road to a place of great dis-
tinction among his nation. With such a position there 
would have come great ease of circumstances. But 
once converted to the Christian faith, he turned his 
back upon these tempting prospects, and espoused 
the cause of the humble Christians, poor and perse-
cuted as they were.

He sometimes worked with his own hands night 
and day at tent-making to provide bare necessities 
for himself and co-workers in the Gospel field. The 
whole record of his life, as given in the Acts of the 
Apostles, supports the claim he made to the Ephe-
sian elders: —"I have coveted no man's silver, or 
gold, or apparel. Yea, ye yourselves know, that these 
hands have ministered unto my necessities, and to 
them that were with me. I have showed you all 
things, how that so laboring ye ought to support the 
weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, 
how He said, It is more blessed to give than to 
receive" (Acts 20: 33-35).

At the end of his life see him a prisoner for the 
Gospel's sake at Rome, chained to a soldier, awaiting 
martyrdom at the hands of Nero, the cruelest of the 
Roman Emperors, begging Timothy to bring him a 
cloak, for he was shivering in the severity of an Ital-

ian winter. Is this the life, are these the actions of an 
impostor? Throughout the whole of Paul's record 
there shines a truthfulness, a sincerity, a transpar-
ency, that is quite inconsistent with the idea of 
imposture.

(b)  Was it a great reputation that Paul
was seeking?

What reputation could Paul expect from a nation 
that had with fanatical hatred rejected and crucified 
the Son of God, whom, after conversion, he straight-
way proclaimed as such in the very stronghold of the 
Jewish religion? Nor would he fare any better with 
the Gentiles, the pagans, who worshipped idols, as 
witness the uproar in which he was embroiled when 
the silversmith of Ephesus, who made silver shrines 
for the goddess Diana, declared that their craft was 
in danger, if the Christian religion was allowed to 
take root. To preach Christ crucified was to the Jews 
a stumbling block, and to the Greeks foolishness (1 
Corinthians 1:23). Would such preaching bring him 
reputation?

He tells us himself that God has chosen the fool-
ish things of the world to confound the wise, the 
weak things to confound the mighty, the base things, 
the things which are despised, yea, the things that are 
not to bring to nothing the things that are. (1 Corin-
thians 1:27-28). This was the circle in which Paul 
chose to move. He certainly did not seek a place in a 
world, which had crucified His Lord.

(c)  Was it power Paul was seeking?
This has often been the urge with many, who 

have put forth religious claims, and along with them 
sought worldly power and influence. Take the case 
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of the popes of Rome during the middle ages. They 
were marked by political ambition, straining every 
nerve for secular power, aiming to be in a position to 
dictate to the proudest rulers of the day. Is this not 
alas! largely true at this present time? How vastly 
different was the conduct of the Apostle Paul. You 
never find him striving to be the head of a party, or 
interfering with politics, or inciting men to rebellion, 
hoping thereby to obtain for himself reputation and 
power.

His attitude to the world is clearly defined: —
"Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. 
For there is no power but of God: the powers that be 
are ordained of God. Whosoever therefore resisteth 
the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they 
that resist shall receive to themselves damnation" 
(Romans 13:1-2).

When it was the case of his religious association, 
where he might have sought to gain great preemi-
nence and power, as a religious leader, we see clearly 
that this was not so, as witness his conduct when he 
rebuked party making in the assembly at Corinth. 
Suppressing the names of the actual party makers, 
and introducing the names of Peter and Apollos and 
his own, in their persons he rebuked the incipient 
heresies (1 Corinthians 4:6). We read:—"Now this I 
say, that everyone one of you saith, I am of Paul; and 
I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. Is 
Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were 
ye baptized in the name of Paul? (1 Corinthians 
1:12-13).

If it had been power that Paul was seeking, he 
could not have rebuked these Corinthian leaders, 

who were seeking it, by rebuking it in his own per-
son. Read the record of his life as seen in the Acts of 
the Apostles, and as witnessed by his epistles, and 
you will find no trace of seeking after power.

(d) Was Paul's motive the gratification of 
some other passion?

It is well-known that religious fanatics, who arise 
periodically only to disappear in ignominy, some-
times pretend to a divine revelation as a means of 
indulging in the gratification of their desires for lux-
urious living, and often for that of immoral conduct. 
Mohammed was one such. His system offered the 
lure of a plurality of wives, he himself indulging in 
sixteen; a prospect of a sensual paradise, consisting 
of perpetual virility, and the opportunity of indulging 
in vice of the lowest order with impunity, and under 
the aegis of religion. The founders of Agapemone 
(Greek, love abode) were a set of religious visionar-
ies with unedifying ideas about sexual relations, and 
who were denounced by all decent people. And yet 
this was under the shadow of religion.

Read the writings of the Apostle Paul, and you 
will not find a trace of this. No scandal was ever 
recorded in connection with his name. Hear his 
strong warning on the subject, needed today more 
than ever:—"Be ye therefore followers of God, as 
dear children.... but fornication, and all uncleanness, 
or covetousness, let it not be once named among 
you, as becometh saints; neither filthiness, nor fool-
ish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: 
but rather giving of thanks. For this ye know, that no 
whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous 
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man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the 
kingdom of Christ and of God" (Ephesians 5:1-5).

These were his sentiments. You cannot accuse 
Paul of seeking to find in his conversion the means 
for the gratification of the sins of the flesh.

(e) Was the account of Paul's conversion a 
pious fraud on his part?

If his conversion had been a fraud, we might 
have imagined that he would have located the occur-
rence in some remote inaccessible spot, where there 
could be no witnesses to refute his statements. 
Instead of this he tells us more than once that his 
conversion occurred quite close to the famous city of 
Damascus, in the full glare of the midday sun, in the 
presence of a retinue, which must have consisted of a 
considerable number of persons. They saw the blind-
ing light, above that of the midday sun, they heard 
the voice, not understanding the words. They could 
have contradicted Paul's story, if it had been untrue.

Nor could he have fabricated the story in collab-
oration with the Christian's, when he was their bitter-
est enemy, and occupied at the time of his 
conversion in searching for them to bring them to 
prison and sometimes to death. Instead of collaborat-
ing they kept out of his way in mortal fear.

Then further, how could it be accounted for that 
a man, approaching Damascus as a bitter opponent 
of the Christians, entered it to become a most 
devoted servant of the Lord. Never was a conversion 
more outstanding. His position of being empowered 
by authority of the chief priests was known to the 
whole nation, and his sudden conversion, and com-
plete reversal of his sympathies and actions, must 

have made a great impression upon the whole nation, 
so much so that he could say, when he stood before 
King Agrippa, "The king knoweth of these things, 
before whom I speak freely: for I am persuaded that 
none of these things are hidden from him; for this 
thing was not done in a corner" (Acts 26:26).

Could Paul have so addressed the king, if his 
conversion was not well-known to him, before 
whom he stood as a prisoner?

If the assertion of his conversion had been fraud-
ulent, then was the occasion for King Agrippa to 
have said so. On the contrary he exclaimed, "Almost 
thou persuadest me to be a Christian" (Acts 26:28).

Never did the great Apostle of the Gentiles 
appear, to greater advantage than when he replied to 
the king with power and earnestness:—"I would to 
God, that not only thou, but also all that hear me this 
day, were both almost and altogether such as I am, 
except these bonds" (Acts 26:29).

Did this look like a pious fraud on his part? Does 
it not ring grandly true? Only willfully blind persons 
could think otherwise.

And perhaps the strongest answer to our question 
is found in Paul's subsequent career after his conver-
sion. Would a man give himself to a life of austerity 
and privation and danger for the propagation of a 
lie? Look at the persecutions he endured — the 
scourgings, imprisonments, ending in martyrdom. 
Look at the work he did: the converts he made: the 
assemblies he formed. Hear his own words forced 
out of him in self-defense, wrung from him unwill-
ingly, for speaking of himself was most distasteful to 
him. He wrote:—"Are they ministers of Christ? (I 
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speak as a fool) I am more: in labors more abundant, 
in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, 
in deaths oft. Of the Jews five times received I forty 
stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, once 
was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and 
a day I have been in the deep; in journeyings often, 
in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by 
mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in 
perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils 
in the sea, in perils among false brethren; in weari-
ness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger 
and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. 
Beside those things that are without, that which 
cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches" 
(2 Corinthians 11:23-28).

Think well over this amazing list. How would 
you like to be stripped to the waist, and feel the dull 
thud of the whip cutting into your flesh again and 
again, whilst the blood flowed freely from a dozen 
gaping wounds. And this is what this refined schol-
arly servant of Christ had to endure again and again. 
Was this all done for the propagation of a lie? Was 
his teaching, emphasizing truthfulness, cleanness of 
life, self-denial, merely a cover for depths of corrup-
tion and deception? Can it be? With one voice we 
affirm that such a life does not cover a lie, but was a 
proof of the reality of the uplift and power of Chris-
tianity.

(2) Was Paul an enthusiast, who was led to 
believe sincerely what was false through an over-
heated imagination?

The more we enquire into Paul's conduct and 
teaching, the more will we be guided to a right con-
clusion in this matter. Let us begin by, asking 

(a) Was Paul marked by great heat of temper?
If he were, it might lead to an overheated imagi-

nation. The answer to our question is found in the 
fact that in the record of Paul's life as given in the 
Acts of the Apostles, you will find nothing but sanity 
marking the apostle; no bursts of ebullition, no wild 
exhibitions of temper are in evidence, and he had 
plenty to try his patience.

It is true that he could be vehement when the 
occasion called for it, for instance when he 
denounced in no unmeasured terms the Judaising 
work of men, who sought, to corrupt the pure Gospel 
of the grace of God, but there was no unbalanced 
heat of temper exhibited, but solemn denunciation in 
the severest terms, which the occasion demanded.

(b) Was it melancholy that marked Paul, 
which might have led to self-deception?

Melancholia is described as a form of insanity, 
producing great depression of mind. How often has 
the writer met such cases, men and women, who 
imagined all kinds of depressing things that never 
happened, but were the fruits of a morbid imagina-
tion. But there is no trace of this in Paul's career, no 
trace of it in his numerous writings.

When cast unjustly into the inner prison at Phil-
ippi, with his feet fast in the stocks, his back sore and 
bleeding with the cruel beating he had received at 
the hands of the brutal jailor, what was he doing at 
the midnight hour? Was he wringing his hands, 
bemoaning his sad fate, imagining all sorts of 
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things? No, he and his companion were occupied in 
praying to God, and singing His praises, the prison-
ers hearing them. No signs of melancholia there!

At the end of his career, when he would, if ever, 
have been disillusioned, how do we find him? As a 
prisoner at Rome, chained to a soldier, with the pros-
pect of martyrdom just ahead, in what strain did he 
write to the church at Philippi? Was there any mark 
of melancholia observable? No, he wrote, "Finally 
my brethren, rejoice in the Lord." (Philippians 3:1).

"Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, 
Rejoice" (Philippians 4:4).

And between these two points in his career we 
find no trace of melancholia marking him, but rather 
the characteristics of a sane sober man, gladly yield-
ing all that he had, even to life itself, for the glory of 
God and the advancement of His kingdom.

The prospect of death left him unmoved and 
serene, even rejoicing. He wrote, "My earnest expec-
tation and my hope [is], that in nothing I shall be 
ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so 
now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, 
whether it be by life, or by death. For to me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain" (Philippians 1:20-21).

Does this sound like melancholy? Are these 
words those of an impostor, or of the victim of self-
deception?

(c) Was it ignorance that led Paul to decep-
tion?

Ignorance could not have been successfully 
charged against Paul. He was brought up in Tarsus, 
Cilicia, in good circumstances apparently, for his 
father being a Roman citizen was able to pass on this 

distinction to his son. When the chief captain, men-
tioned in Acts 22:28, exclaimed that with a great 
price he had bought this honor, Paul replied that he 
was free born.

As he grew up to manhood, for the purpose of 
his rabbinical training he was sent to Jerusalem to be 
educated under the teaching of the celebrated Gam-
aliel. There is a saying in the Jewish Talmud, "Since 
Rabbin Gamaliel has died, the glory of the law has 
ceased."

That Paul was thus educated, strengthens the 
belief that his father was a man of some affluence, 
something like a family now-a-days, who can afford 
to give their son a university training.

Paul's education stands in great contrast to that of 
the Jewish apostles, who were described as 
"unlearned and ignorant men" (Acts 4:13). He was 
the complete master of two languages, and had 
received the best education the Jewish nation could 
furnish. His writings in their clearness and reasoning 
powers are sufficient to prove that it was not igno-
rance that led Paul to deception.

(d) Was it credulity that led Paul into believ-
ing what was not true?

Credulity is described as a readiness to believe 
on improbable grounds. This is ever a mark of oppo-
nents to the Bible that they are ready to believe any-
thing that can set aside the Scriptures, such as the 
swoon theory, the hallucination theory. It has been 
put forward that Paul's conversion was due to an epi-
leptic fit, as if any person so affected would profess 
to have seen what Paul saw. It has been said that if 
Paul's conversion was due to an epileptic fit, it is a 
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great pity that tens of thousands more were not sub-
ject to fits of that kind.

What was Paul's condition before conversion? 
He must have been well aware of our Lord's claims 
to Deity, His entrance to Manhood's estate. He must 
have been familiar with stories of the miraculous 
healings that followed our Lord wherever He went. 
He must have heard something of His teaching. He 
knew about the crucifixion. But he was incredulous 
as to all these things. He believed Christ to be an 
impostor. He thought that he was actually doing 
God's service in persecuting with ardor the saints of 
God. This was his condition of mind when he set 
forth that morning on his journey of persecuting zeal 
to Damascus.

When his conversion took place he had no 
opportunity of speaking to Christians, nor would 
they have spoken to him, even if he had wished them 
to do so, for they were sore afraid of his persecuting 
rage. It was the amazing discovery, that the One he 
saw, and who spoke to him from heaven, was Jesus, 
the Son of God. In a moment of time the great 
change took place, and his faith rested not on credu-
lity, but on indisputable grounds. Credulity could not 
be laid to his charge.

(e) Was vanity or self-conceit the cause of 
Paul's sudden change over?

There have been many instances where over-
weening vanity and self-conceit have marked reli-
gious leaders, but they have always been to their 
undoing. A man or a woman with self-conceit very 
prominent is probably on the way to a mental asy-
lum. Instead of looking at things in due proportion, 

inordinate ideas of themselves throw everything out 
of right perspective. There is no trace of this in the 
Apostle Paul. When the church at Corinth was ques-
tioning his authority as Apostle of the Gentiles, he 
was forced to speak, of himself in self-defense. Was 
it like vanity or self-conceit when he wrote to the 
church at Corinth, "I am become a fool in glorying; 
ye have compelled me: for I ought to have been 
commended of you: for in nothing am I behind the 
very chiefest apostles though I be nothing” (2 Corin-
thians 12:11).

You can discern in these words what pain it gave 
the Apostle to have to speak thus of himself. In 
another place he said he was less than the least of all 
saints (Ephesians 3:8), as he thought of the days of 
his persecuting frenzy.

An Unforgettable Experience
And, what is still more remarkable, he tells us of 

an experience, the like of which was never known 
before nor since. In 2 Corinthians 12:1-5 he tells 
how he was caught up to the third heaven, not know-
ing, so intense was the bliss of his experience, 
whether he was in the body or not; that he heard 
unspeakable words, not lawful to utter on earth. Of 
this wonderful experience he wrote, "And lest I 
should be exalted above measure, through the abun-
dance of the revelations, there was given to me a 
thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet 
me, lest I should be exalted above measure. For this 
thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart 
from me. And He said unto me, My grace is suffi-
cient for thee: for My strength is made perfect in 
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weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory 
in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest 
upon me" (2 Corinthians 12:7-9).

And what was still more remarkable, he had kept 
this surpassingly wonderful experience secret for 
fourteen years, and only mentioned it when driven to 
do so in rebutting the attack on his God-given apos-
tleship. Was this like vanity or self-conceit? Far be 
the thought!

(3) Was Paul deceived by others?
The answer to this can be put into very few 

words.
(a) It was morally impossible for Paul to be 

deceived by others.
Two conditions in the circumstances attending 

Paul's conversion show the impossibility of his being 
deceived by others. First of all, those who accompa-
nied him on the journey to Damascus were of his ret-
inue, and of his own way of thinking, that is in full 
sympathy with the task of persecuting the Christians, 
and seeking to stamp the name of Christ from off the 
face of the earth. Therefore they would be the last 
persons in the world to suggest the sudden change 
conversion involved. The second consideration is 
that the conversion was so perfectly unexpected and 
sudden, that the change, from being a bitter hater of 
Christ, to becoming his devoted servant, could not 
possibly be brought about by the deceitful influence 
of others.

(b) It was physically impossible for Paul to be 
deceived by others.

We have already replied to this when we pointed 
out that the persons with him would be the last per-

sons in the world to turn him aside from his murder-
ous errand to Damascus. Nor could the Christians 
have persuaded him, for they were not on the spot, 
but would have hidden themselves in terror from his 
persecuting zeal.

(c) Paul's after-life proved the reality of his 
conversion.

The record of his activities, as seen in the Acts of 
the Apostles and by the perusal of his remarkable 
epistles, exhibit a devotion to Christ that shines 
resplendently; a courage that braved dangers to life 
and limb continually; an endurance that stood the 
strain of constant travel in days when travel was 
arduous and attended with dangers by land and sea. 
There surely never was a life more devoted to our 
Lord than his. In this way his conversion and after-
life were all of a piece. Such a presentation of Christ 
in glory as he beheld would make a deep and abiding 
effect on Paul's waking and sleeping all through the 
years of his arduous life of labor, for the Lord.

If his alleged conversion had never taken place, 
and he knew it had not, is it conceivable there should 
flow from the pen of an utterly dishonest man, a 
stream of ministry upholding righteousness, holiness 
and truth, presenting the knowledge of God and of 
Christ, condemning in no measured terms untruth-
fulness, covetousness, immorality, not only in out-
ward deed but in inward thought? Surely such a 
thought must be dismissed at once as so utterly 
incongruous as to be most patently untrue.

One realizes as never before the wisdom of Lord 
Lyttleton's choice of subject, we believe unwittingly 
on his part, but surely the overruling hand of God, 
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that in the conversion of Paul we have the last and 
most powerful witness to the resurrection of Christ, 
and in his after-life the evidence of how this great 
truth gripped this truly great man, revolutionizing his 
life, and affording us a picture of what God can do 
with a life wholly devoted to Him.

We rise from our study, fully sharing Lord Lyt-
tleton's conclusions, that Paul's conversion was just 
as the Scripture narrative presents it, and that his 
conversion and after-life were the greatest events 
that ever happened in this world, outside the incom-
parably blessed life and atoning death of our Lord. 
No events, outside of our Lord's life, have made a 
greater mark on this world, and even then the life of 
the Apostle Paul was in reality the life of Christ in 
measure through a human vessel. The Apostle Paul 
to-day under God is shaping the thoughts and lives 
of millions of the human race, putting into the shade 
every other influence affecting man's destinies. 
Christianity is the one and only truly purifying 
agency in the world today. Let men give up their 
belief in the Bible, and you find evil rampant, sin 
unabashed, and the descent of man to the level of the 
beast, and even worse, more evident.

The Bible is putting its mark upon millions of the 
human race, and indirectly has affected society gen-
erally with some sense of decent living. Out of 
twenty-one inspired epistles we have in the New 
Testament no less than fourteen come from the pen 
of the Apostle Paul. To put it another way, out of 
3,601 verses no less than 2,767 of them come from 
his pen, whilst only 834 verses from the pens of the 
remaining writers of inspired epistles.

The truth that Paul covered in his written minis-
try is very impressive—the truth of the Gospel of the 
grace of God in all its fullness; the unfolding of the 
truth of the church of God as the mystical body of 
Christ, of which He is the glorious Head in heaven; 
Christians being indwelt by the Holy Spirit of God; 
the truth as to the Lord's second coming, and His 
appearing to set up His kingdom on earth, with 
which for the Christian is connected the teaching as 
to the judgment seat of Christ. All this and more 
covers ground beyond what the other epistles set 
forth. Paul was the Apostle to the Gentiles to whom 
was communicated the double ministry of the Gos-
pel and of the church.

Is this the record of a deceiver, or a man capable 
of being deceived by others? Far be the thought!

The Best Authenticated Fact
in All History

If the writer had any doubts concerning the fact 
of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the 
dead, the examination of Scripture on this subject, 
necessary for the writing of this pamphlet, would 
have dispelled them all. Not that he had previously 
any doubt whatever, but the survey of Scripture is so 
convincing that it left him wondering how a fact so 
fully proved by competent witnesses, and especially 
having been prophesied long centuries before the 
event took place, could ever have been doubted. It 
has demonstrated to him more than ever the unique 
character of the resurrection of our Lord, and that the 
whole scheme of Christianity hinges upon it.
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And further the impact that Christianity has 
made upon the world, the beauty of individual Chris-
tian lives, the power that resides in the Word of God 
as living and powerful, the fact that it has been trans-
lated in whole or in part into about one thousand lan-
guages, and is the world's best seller today, all tell us 
that the fountain, from which for centuries such a 
stream of blessing has been and is still flowing, must 
be a pure fountain, truthful and holy and divine.

We can now see still more clearly how every-
thing hinges on the resurrection of Christ. If His 
assertion that He was the eternal Son of God, the 
eternal Word, was not true, God would not have 
raised Him from the dead. If it was not true that He 
was the eternal Son of God, then the claim to this 
would have been blasphemy of the very worst kind. 
Would God have raised a blasphemer? Surely not. 
Yet He raised Christ from the dead, proving that His 
claim to be the Son of God was true. If His claim to 
be the sent One of the Father, to be "the Word made 
flesh” (John 1:14) was not true, God would not have 
raised Him from the dead. Would God have raised a 
blasphemer? Surely not. Yet He raised Christ from 
the dead, proving that His claim to be "the Word 
made flesh” was true in the sight of heaven. If our 
Lord's life had been marred by one sinful thought, 
word, or deed, God could not have raised Him from 
the dead, for Christ would then have been a sinner 
needing a Saviour. But God raised Him from the 
dead, proving the sinlessness of His earthly life. 
When our Lord died on the cross He claimed His 
death to be the fulfillment of the Father's will, an 
atoning, sacrificial, vicarious death, necessary for 

the vindication of God's glory, and the salvation of 
sinful man. With His latest breath our Lord cried 
with a loud voice, “IT IS FINISHED.”

If this had not been blessedly true, God could not 
have raised Him from the dead. But He was raised 
by the glory of the Father, showing that heaven fully 
recognized the character of our Lord's death on the 
cross, the pledge of salvation to the believing sinner, 
so we read:—“He was delivered for our offences, 
and was raised again for our justification” (Romans 
4:25).

It will be thus seen that the Godhead glory of our 
Lord, His spotless humanity, His atoning death on 
the cross, and His resurrection, this last being the 
fullest acknowledgment of heaven of every claim 
that our Lord made concerning Himself when here 
on earth, form one indissoluble whole. Everything 
about our Lord stands or falls together.

We cannot do better in closing what we have to 
say on this vital matter than repeat the truly magnifi-
cent words of Holy Scripture:—“Christ was raised 
up from the dead by the glory of the Father.”

These words stand in all their magnificence and 
depth of meaning.
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